
PEACE PRAYER
From the REPUBLIC of MACEDONIA

Preparations: Place on the worship table or in the middle of the room a basket with pieces of bread and a
dish of salt.)

L: Leader
P: single Person
A: All 

L: We are here in the presence of God. Together with young people from all over Europe we celebrate the
2007 Peace Prayer from the EMYC, which was prepared from youth of Macedonia. 

P: In Macedonia, guests are sometimes welcomed with bread and salt.  A small piece of bread is dipped into
a dish of salt and then eaten.  This is a ceremony of hospitality and welcome; it means, even if I am so poor
that all I have in my kitchen are bread and salt, you are invited to share them.

This bread and salt represent the need to welcome strangers, as well as friends.

P: The Bible tells us: “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” (1 Pet. 4:9) and 
“Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” (Rom. 12:13) 

L: Bread and salt are symbols of hospitality, but they also have another, deeper meaning:

P: Jesus declared, “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35) 

L: Jesus gave us the symbol of bread as a sign of his presence on earth.  Through the bread of communion,
we remember that Jesus is with us.

P: Jesus also said, “You are the salt of the earth.”  (Matt. 5:13)

L: This bread and salt represent an important partnership.  Bread made without salt is not very tasty.  Salt by
itself offers no nourishment.  We need Jesus in order to be made whole, and Jesus calls us to help do his
work on earth.

Salt changes things.  Salt makes things taste different than they tasted before.  As Christians we cannot
leave things tasting the same way the world leaves them.

P: (possible is a reading like a conversation)
In the time of the Cold War, a foreigner was delayed at the border of an Eastern European country while his
car was being carefully searched.  He quietly explained that he had been delivering Bibles to churches and
he was now going home to his own country.  He had nothing to hide, he said.  But the police did not believe
him and they continued to search every possible hiding place in the car.

Wanting to be a little friendly, the police woman who was assigned to watch the foreigner said, “My son has
a Bible.”
“Does he read it?” the foreigner asked.
“Yes, he does.  And he meets with other young people who read the Bible.”
With a warm smile the foreigner asked, “Why do you let him do that?”
“Oh!  Because he has changed.  He used to be mean.  He would yell at me and even hit me sometimes.  But
now he is changed.”

L: Are we different because we are Christians?  Or have we lost our saltiness?  As salt changes what it
touches, so we must also be changed and make changes in the world.
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P: Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by people.”  (Matt. 5:13)

L: We are of little value if we are not making things different in the ways that Jesus calls us to do.

P: Jesus said “Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other.” (Mark 9:50)

L: We can use our saltiness to work for peace.

P: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.”  (Matthew 5:9)

P: These are the words on the tombstone of Boris Trajkovski who served as President of Macedonia from
December, 1999 until he died in a plane crash on February 27, 2004.  Boris Trajkovski was a United
Methodist who tried to make his Christian faith a part of his work as a politician and government leader.  This
was not an easy task, in a part of the world where corruption and personal greed have often been the norm.

P: President Trajkovski’s efforts as a peacemaker were severely tested in 2001 when fighting broke out and
Macedonia came very close to war.  But he was able to negotiate an agreement between the rebelling
factions and peace was restored.  In 2002, Boris Trajkovski was awarded the Methodist Peace Award by the
World Methodist Council. 

Hear the words of Boris Trajkovski:

P: PEACE is a noble goal. But too often we find that when leaders and politicians talk about striving for
peace, they mean merely the absence of war. However, peace as the Bible pictures it is much more than the
absence of open conflict. Peace includes freedom from injustice.

.... If we are truly interested in achieving peace in this world -- harmony, tranquility, and freedom from war
and its ravages -- then we must pursue righteousness. Only when our hearts, minds, motives, and actions
are focused on Jesus Christ will we build lasting peace.

Song  (own choice)

Psalm 85: 8 – 13 (said antiphonally)

I will listen to what God the LORD will say; he promises peace to his people, his saints — but let them not
return to folly. 

Surely his salvation is near those who respect him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 

Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven. 

The LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest. 

Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way for his steps.
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Response

A: If we want peace, we know we must live righteous ly and work for justice.  Teach us to do this,
Lord.  Guide us in your ways.  Open our eyes to inj ustice and show us how we can use our salt to
build peace in this world.  Amen. 

L: Justice means that all people have rights, that all people are treated equally.  The Psalm says
“righteousness and peace kiss each other.”  There is a partnership between righteousness - or justice - and
peace, like the partnership of bread and salt.  Where there is no justice there will be no peace.  Jesus calls
us to work for justice.  

Discussion Questions

1. How salty am I feeling?

2. Like the son of the policewoman, is my behavior different because I am a Christian?  How is it
different?

3. Can I think of an injustice that needs to be made right before peace can prevail?

4. How can I use my saltiness to work for justice?

A Story of Peace

(P: possible is a reading like a conversation)

Adapted from The Healing Heart: Communities, edited by Allison M. Cox and David H. Albert (New Society
Publishers, 2003).

Once there was a war and two armies came together in battle. They fought from the time the sun came up in
the east 'til it set in the west. When the day was at a close, only two warriors remained, surrounded by their
dead comrades covered in the blood and gore of war.

They stood facing each other, so exhausted from death that they could barely move. Finally one said, “Let us
rest until dawn and then finish this fight and only one will go home.” The other warrior agreed.

And so they took off their dented helmets and unstrapped their shields and sheathed their swords. They lay
down among their fallen comrades only a few feet apart from each other. But they were so weary that they
could not sleep. It was the weariness that comes with too much killing. Finally one turned to the other and
spoke.

“I have a son at home in my village and he plays with a wooden sword. Someday he wants to grow up and
be like me.”

The other man listened and finally replied, “I have a daughter at home and when I look into her eyes I see
the youth of my wife.”

The two men started to tell each other stories. Stories of their families, their villages, their neighbors, the old
stories that they learned at their grandparents’ knees when they were young. All night long they told stories
'til the sun started to creep to life in the east.

Slowly they stood and put on their helmets. They buckled on their shields and drew their swords. They
looked deep into each others’ eyes and slowly sheathed their swords and walked away, each to his own
home.

Grandmother always said you cannot hate someone when you know his story.

Discussion Questions

1. Whose story do I need to hear, so that I can better understand and accept him or her?

2. To whom would I like to tell my story, so that I will be better understood and accepted?
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Sharing of the bread and salt: The leaders bring bread and salt and each person takes a piece of the bread,
dips it is salt and eats it.

Response

A: We eat this bread and salt to remind us of the n eed to show hospitality to all people.
The bread also reminds us that Jesus, the Bread of Life, is with us.  The salt reminds us that Jesus
has commissioned us to be the Salt of the Earth, to  bring positive changes in our world.

Prayer

A: Loving God, you have called us your children.  Y ou have called us members of one body, the
Body of Christ.  Teach us to seek to learn about on e another and truly care about the injustices that
others suffer.  Show us how we can work together ag ainst injustice and war, and towards
righteousness and peace.  Amen.

Benediction

L: Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. (Col.
3:15)

Song  (own choice)
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